
2019 PRESIDENTIAL GALA REMARKS – May 4, 2019
Thomas L. Edmondson, MD, CMD, AGSF, FACP

As President of BCMS, I would like to extend my welcome to all here 
tonight as we celebrate BCMS’s 116th year as a component society 
of MedChi.  I appreciate Dr. Ranasinghe’s introduction of me earlier, 
and I am humbled and honored to serve as the President of this great 
organization.  After completion of my fellowship, I chose to practice in 
settings that would afford me opportunities to teach, translate academic 
concepts into sustainable programs and care, and experience issues that 
clinicians “in the trenches” struggle with.  I am a mission driven person, 
and I was and am committed to advancing care of seniors and chronically 
ill adults of any age.  To that end, I developed a teaching nursing home, 
which is a challenging environment for learners as it requires the honing 
of skills related to bedside medicine and interdisciplinary teamwork and 

collaboration.  As a geriatrician, you are often an N of 1 wherever you practice and so I was called 
upon to work as a hospitalist treating seniors and as a treating clinician and teacher in an outpatient 
practice, house calls, home care and home health, hospice agencies, nursing homes, and LTACs (known 
as chronic hospitals in Maryland).

Due to ongoing changes and struggles nationally and locally, I became more interested in developing, 
supporting and promoting scalable and sustainable solutions for our health care system and patients 
we serve.  These interests led me to volunteer for local, state and national organizations, and I have 
had the pleasure of serving on the board of BCMS for the past 6 years.  While I also contributed to the 
dialogue within various institutions, the interests of those institutions were not always aligned with 
the larger needs of residents or physicians of Baltimore City, and almost always, these institutions 
did not have the wherewithal or resources to advance the discussion about health outside their own 
immediate needs.  Hence, I turned to BCMS and MedChi.

About 10 years ago as I began to plan for the last phase of my professional life and what I would 
like to accomplish, I became more focused on sustaining medical societies such as BCMS.  I will say 
a few words about BCMS’s historic and laudable accomplishments in a minute, but I realized that I 
needed to reach out to and join professional organizations that could be a platform to implementing 
sustainable changes in our profession and health care system.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS
•  July 23 – “SnackChat” with Commissioner Harrison
•  August 14 – Controlled Dangerous Substances -  CME
•  October 28 – Physician –Student Exchange 
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About BCMS specifically, to assure BCMS has a rich future, there is a need to engage more 
early-career physicians in planning our activities.  We need their input and ideas on how 
they would like the profession and BCMS to evolve.  So, one of my top priorities for 2019 is 
to increase awareness of BCMS within the physician and larger communities.  My goals are 
to attract and retain members and to reach and introduce more city residents to the range 
of BCMS and BCMS Foundation programs.

While the current Society began in 1904, a City medical society has existed in Baltimore 
since 1805.  The Society was formed with the goals of sustaining quality medical practice 
in Baltimore and to serve the citizens of Baltimore, a mission we carry on today through 
educational programs, advocacy, and through providing essential resources to physicians.  

I would like to expand a little on why BCMS is a treasure to be cherished and supported 
in Baltimore.  Some common definitions of what a treasure is are (1) “a great quantity of 
anything collected for future use” or (2) something or someone considered very valuable.  
BCMS is considered something that is very valuable.  Of BCMS’s notable accomplishments, 
I will share just a few that illustrate the value of the medical society to its members and to 
the citizens of Baltimore.  While most physicians are employed in one capacity or another 
these days, our employers typically do not have the bandwith or mission to achieve some 
of what BCMS has or can accomplish.

Our members practice in diverse fields, such as ophthalmology, plastic surgery, 
anesthesiology, urology, family medicine, hematology, oncology, internal medicine, geriatric 
medicine, hospice & palliative medicine, telehealth, pediatrics, and neurosurgery, among 
others.  So, regardless of a physician’s employment status, the great depth and breadth 
and the collective wisdom and consensus of our members in BCMS affords the Society the 
opportunity to accomplish great achievements that other institutions and organizations, 
such as hospital systems and physician groups, do not have capacity to achieve.  

Here are just a few accomplishments that the concerted effort of our physicians has 
achieved in the past.  

Now, remembering that the current Society organized in 1904, BCMS in 1908 advocated for 
the passage of the Water Loan Act to provide pure drinking water for City residents.

In 1927, the Society authored a paper on the need for an ambulance service and urged the 
Mayor to initiate it.  The public ambulance service was the first of its kind in the United 
States.

1950, BCMS created an emergency telephone response service and over 350 physicians 
handled calls.

1954:  Community outreach activities included weekly Q and A columns written for the 
Baltimore News Post, performing annual physical exams for Boy Scouts, and offering a 
speaker’s bureau for community meetings.

Fast forward to 1980.  A two-year study commissioned by BCMS identified strategies to 
improve availability and access to medical care.

In subsequent years, BCMS members provided medical care for individuals who were 
homeless, initiated a school-based obesity prevention program, and offered expertise for 
a radio show called “Health Break with BCMS” that was hosted by Anthony McCarthy on 
WEAA 88.9.

More recently, our Women in Medicine Committee has arranged for health screenings, 
toiletry and clothing drives, and networking opportunities with other women’s 
organizations.

And last in 2013, BCMS introduced a resolution during MedChi’s House of Delegates 
meeting that subsequently led to our Maryland delegation to the AMA advocating for a 
ban on the sale of tobacco and tobacco-related products in businesses providing medical 
care.  A year later, CVS Caremark Corp announced its plans to discontinue selling cigarettes 
in its stores.  

cover article continued 
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GALA PHOTOS

The President’s Gala,
honoring

Thomas L. Edmondson M.D.,
was held May 4

at The Center Club. 
Special appreciation 

is extended to
our event sponsors

and supporters:

2) Keep left side bar; delete BCMSF section and move Contact Information from 
right panel to there 

3) Pictures from gala – if space 
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1) Continuation of President’s article? 
 

2) Change name of doc to Thomas L. Edmondson, M.D. …May 4 at the Center 
Club. Special thanks… 
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Medical Mutual Liability                                               
Insurance Society of Maryland 
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James Burdick, M.D. 

Camellus Ezeugwu, M.D. 

Benjamin Lowentritt, M.D. 
Hiroshi Nakazawa, M.D. 

Wegmans 
Robbie’s First Base 

Steven Dembo, Professional Photographer 
Pat Roselle, Basket Designer 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Maryland Opera 
Classic Five Golf 

Dr. Edmondson presents outgoing President
Dr. Ranasinghe an award of appreciation

Dr. (Vice President) and Mrs. Ezeuwgu caught by the 
photographer

Dr. Feldman (right) receives Physician Community Service 
Award from Dr. Zebley
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2019 LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES 
BCMS Members Joined with Other MedChi 

Component Members to Achieve these 
Legislative and Regulatory Victories 

During the 2019 Maryland  General Assembly

Patient Access to Physician Services
•	 Worked with the Maryland Society for Eye   
	 Physicians	and	Surgeons	to	protect	patients			
 from harmful surgical expansion while allowing 
	 for	appropriate	optometric	scope	of	practice	
 expansion 
•	 Secured	an	additional	$4.76	million	for	Medicaid	
 E&M rates at 93% of Medicare
•	 Protected	expert	witness	qualifications	and	
 reached a compromise to safeguard the expert 
 witness 25% rule

Public Health Initiatives
•	 Lobbied	for	redefined	lead	level	guidelines
•	 Supported	legislation	to	increase	the	minimum	
	 age	for	purchase	of	tobacco	products	and	
	 electronic	smoking	devices	to	21	years	of	age
•	 Supported	legislation	to	restrict	tanning	bed	
 access for minors

Delivery of Health Care Services
•	 Strengthened	Maryland’s	prior	authorization	
	 laws	to	provide	greater	continuity	of	care	for	
	 patients	and	increased	transparency
•	 Passed	legislation	to	protect	patients	from	mid-
 year insurance formulary changes
•	 Advocated	for	sensible	guidelines	for	the	
	 establishment	of	the	Prescription	Drug	
	 Affordability	Board

Read the full legislative report at www.medchi.org/YourAdvocate

cover article continued 

These are just a few examples of BCMS’s accomplishments and why BCMS is a treasure to be cherished, and I think they illustrate the role 
and value of a medical society that offers physicians living in or practicing in Baltimore City the opportunity to personally share your voice 
and to lead Baltimore toward a better state of health.  

The President of MedChi is Dr. Ben Stallings.  He was unable to join us tonight, but I would like share some of his thoughts on member 
engagement.  For Ben, member engagement means that he as an individual physician plays a key role in shaping MedChi’s legislative 
advocacy efforts by attending the weekly Legislative Council meetings.  Those meetings provide a forum for all members to engage in 
debate and discourse to inform MedChi’s path through the tumultuous tides of the annual legislative session.

Dr. Stallings has noted that MedChi provides myriad opportunities for involvement.  From special interest committees to legislative 
advocacy to networking events and beyond, “member engagement” is what you, the member, make of it.  So, what does member 
engagement mean for you?  

In 2018, we at BCMS unveiled an initiative called “Clear Vision: Membership 2020”.  The aim is two-fold:  (1) identify ways that our 
members may benefit from professional organizations like BCMS in this ever-evolving healthcare system, and (2) determine how we 
can better represent our collective voice as the physician community.  To advance these goals, we have begun to hold focus groups 
and surveys to enhance recruitment and retention.  One of the more revealing focus groups was held with the Medical Student Section 

continued on page 6
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AMA NEWS
Transforming Residency Training Grants
The AMA announced the awardees of its “Reimagining Residency” initiative, a grant funding program developed to transform residency 
training to better address the workforce needs of our current and future health care system. This five-year, $15-million program will 
support innovations that provide meaningful and safe transitions from undergraduate medical education (UME) to graduate medical 
education (GME), establish new curricular content and experiences to enhance readiness for practice and promote well-being in training. 
The awardees were selected from 252 Letters of Intent, representing more than 300 organizations with oversight of GME in the United 
States. 

The following institutions were selected for funding:

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Maine Medical Center

Montefiore Health System

NYU School of Medicine

Oregon Health & Science University and University of California, Davis

Partners HealthCare System, Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham and Women’s Hospital: Promotion in Place

University of North Carolina School of Medicine: Fully Integrated Readiness for Service Training (FIRST)

Vanderbilt University Medical Center and University of Mississippi Medical Center

In addition, smaller planning grants were awarded to these organizations that the AMA felt merited further exploration:

Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics

Pennsylvania State College of Medicine, Kaiser Permanente, Geisinger, Allegheny Health Network

Stanford University Emergency Medicine Residency Program
     and the Emergency Medicine Residency Program Evaluation and Assessment Consortium

Learn more about the “Reimagining Residency” initiative and the AMA’s work to
transform medical education across the continuum at changeresed.org.

AMA Journal of Ethics calls for theme issue editors

The AMA	Journal	of	Ethics	exists to help students and clinicians navigate ethical decisions in service to patients and society. The open-
access publication is now inviting medical students, residents and fellows (M.D.s or D.O.s) in United States-based programs to apply to 
serve as theme issue editors for monthly issues to be published from February 2021 through January 2022. Applications will be accepted 
through October 1, 2019. Learn more and apply. 

MedChi NEWS
Controlled Dangerous Substances  CME Requirement
MedChi is “on the road” throughout the state with a continuing medical education activity on controlled dangerous substances (CDS).   
Maryland law requires all new and renewal applicants for the Maryland CDS Registration, issued by the Office of Controlled Substances 
Administration, to attest to completing 2 hours of continuing medical education, related to the prescribing or dispensing of CDS.  MedChi’s 
CME activity is specifically designed to fulfill this requirement.  Plan to attend the August 14, 2019 CME activity hosted by Baltimore City 
Medical Society at MedChi (see page 4).
 
Maryland Primary Care Program
The Maryland Primary Care Program (MDPCP) officially began January 1, 2019.  MDPCP is a voluntary program open to all qualifying 
Maryland primary care providers and  provides funding and support for the delivery of advances primary care throughout Maryland. If 
you are interested in participating, contact Colleen George, Director, MedChi’s Center for the Private Practice of Medicine  at cgeorge@
medchi.org or 410-539-0872.
 
MedChi House of Delegates - Saturday, November 2
Plan to  join your colleagues and participate in shaping statewide policy for organized medicine.  The meeting will be held at The Hotel at 
Arundel Preserve, Hanover, MD.  Our special guest will be Patrice Harris, M.D., President, American Medical Association.  
For details: www.medchi.org/HOD



of MedChi, and they provided highly valuable feedback regarding the 
potential role of organized medicine and societies like BCMS in their 
professional lives.  Additional new initiatives that are planned include 
a series of “fireside chats” and “waterfall conversations”, as well as 
increased physician engagement in public forums to lend expertise on 
critical health issues in Baltimore City.  

Please be on the lookout for a survey from us on these important 
topics, and please take the time to contribute your thoughts, feedback, 
and suggestions.  Our hope is that a survey will offer you a convenient 
method to share your input.  As the role of BCMS and the profession of 
medicine changes and adapts to larger societal and political issues, how 
do you want BCMS to evolve as well?  The organization depends on, and 
will indeed only thrive, with membership feedback.  

So, what does member engagement mean for you and what would you 
like BCMS to accomplish over the next 5-10 years for you professionally 
and the citizens of Baltimore?  

I should mention our table favors, which serve to remind those in 
attendance to share your contact information to join.  

As I conclude, I would like to thank some special, wonderful individuals 
whose support give me a renewable source of energy and inspiration.

First, I sincerely thank my family and friends who are celebrating with 
us tonight.  For all of us in medicine, our family and friends must be 
understanding of the time required to do our work, and mine have never 
once complained.  Their laughter, wisdom, and often simply whacky but 
brilliant conversation bring much joy to my life. 

Next, I want to thank and honor my AbsoluteCARE family who shares 
with me a drive to provide the highest quality of care possible to the 
most vulnerable population in Baltimore.  We specialize in caring for 
an “ambulatory ICU” population of patients who have extraordinarily 
high utilization and cost of care due to a lack of resources, behavioral 
health and substance use disorders, and the ravaging effects of social 
determinants of health.  Thank you for what you do everyday.

Next, I am grateful for my friendship and support of Dr. Bill Reichel.  
Bill is an icon in the field of geriatrics, and his ongoing mentorship 
throughout my career has encouraged me to be mindful of the needs 
of our geriatric patients and spurred me on to work with the American 
Medical Directors Association and the American Board of Post-Acute 
and Long-Term Care Medicine, where my efforts and thought leadership 
have led to the setting of standards and best practices for physicians 
and medical directors for the almost 16,000 nursing facilities caring for 
approximately 1.4 million residents in the U.S.  Thank you, Bill.

I am honored to be surrounded by committed colleagues within BCMS, 
and with pure pleasure, I am fortunate to learn from some exceptional 
colleagues.  To Dr. Allan Jensen, Dr. Jos Zebley, and Dr. Padmini 
Ranasinghe, I thank you for your leadership, commitment to BCMS and 
medicine in Baltimore City, and your friendship.  

Additionally, our board is composed of an interesting group of physicians 
representing different specialties, and they, along with our Executive 
Director, Ms. Lisa Williams, will carry this Society into the future with 
great success.  I appreciate and thank all of you.  

Finally, I want to thank our speaker, Mr. Bruce Goldfarb, our wonderful 
performers, Mr. Jim Harp and his friends.
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Special THANKS	to	those	who	have	made
their	2019	donations	to	Campaign	365!

Albert J. Aboulafia, M.D.
Marshall S. Bedine, M.D.
Bruce W. Berger, M.D.
Gaylord L. Clark, Jr., M.D
Don H.  Dembo, M.D.
Patricia A. Disharoon, M.D.
Thomas L. Edmondson, M.D.
Steven R. Gambert, M.D.
Susan R. Guarnieri, M.D.
Allan D. Jensen, M.D.
Hiroshi Nakazawa, M.D.
James S. Novick, M.D. 
Anuradha D. Reddy, M.D. ($500)
Henry H. Startzman, M.D.
Jos W. Zebley, M.D.

We	are	grateful	to	all	BCMS	members	and	friends	who	support	BCMS	
and	BCMS	Foundation	programs	with	financial	contributions.

We	endeavor	to	present	accurate	lists,	however,	if	we	erred	in	listing
or	not	listing	your	name,	please	let	us	know	immediately.	Thank	you!	

BCMS FOUNDATION

James F. Burdick, M.D.
Gwen L. DuBois, M.D.
Thomas L. Edmondson, M.D.
Renato O. Flores, M.D.
Conchita Furlong
Donald J. Hayes, M.D.
Michael G. Hayes, M.D.
Earl L. Horton, M.D.
Judith L. Kahl
Arthur Milholland, M.D.
Anwar Mumtaz, M.D.
Peter T. Mulaikal, M.D.
David J. Naiman, M.D.
Neal J. Naff, M.D.
Hiroshi Nakazawa, M.D.
David V. Nasrallah, M.D.
Mary M. Newman, M.D.
Michael A Randolph, M.D.
Anuradha D. Reddy, M.D.
Stephen M. Schenkel, M.D.
Eric J. Seifter, M.D.
Carlton C. Sexton, M.D.
George A. Taler, M.D.
Elva E. Tillman, Esq.
Your Cause (Corporate Employee Giving Programs)
Jos W. Zebley, III, M.D.

Campaign 365:
“A Dollar A Day and We’re

Here to Stay!”
Baltimore City Medical Society Foundation’s 
ongoing “Campaign 365” was suggested by current 
BCMS Foundation board member, Don Dembo, 
M.D. Unveiled the day after the November 2018 
General Election, the Foundation plans to keep its 
campaign in high gear year round.  BCMS members, 
colleagues, friends and family are encouraged to 
donate just one dollar a day to support the work of 
BCMS Foundation.

Count me in for my annual contribution 
to Campaign 365! 

I have enclosed: 

____ $365.00; payable to BCMSF - (Mailing Address:  BCMSF / 1211 Cathedral Street / 3rd Floor / Baltimore, MD 21201) 

I will make quarterly payments: 

____ $91.25 for first quarter of 2019 - January through March 

____ $91.25 for second quarter of 2019 - April through June 

____ $91.25 for third quarter of 2019 - July through September 

____ $91.25 for fourth quarter of 2019 - October through December  

You have my permission to charge my credit card $365 or per the quarterly schedule above. I understand I will be 
notified prior to the charge. 

____ VISA  Name on Card: ___________________________________________________________ 

____MasterCard  Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ 

____ AM EX  Expiration: __________________ Security Code: ________________________________ 

   Billing Address Zip Code: _______________ Phone: ______________________________ 

   Card Holder's Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

 

$1 $1 

$1 
$1 

$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 

$1 
$1 

$1 

 
Campaign 365 

M T W F S T S 

Every calendar year! 

A dollar a day and we’re here to stay! 

July 2018 - July 2019  General Donations

Foundation Tour and Reception
BCMS Foundation hosted a tour of the Jenkins Mansion, “one 
of the most exquisite homes in Baltimore.”  It was built in 
1894 by a founder of Bon Secours Hospital, George Carrell 
Jenkins and beautifully restored by current owner and gener-
ous host,  Nick Piscatelli.



1211 Cathedral Street, 3rd Floor
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-5516

Rainer	M.	Engel,	M.D.	 	 January	6,	2018

Erwin	Hecker,	M.D.	 	 January	11,	2018

Henry	B.	Wilson,	M.D.	 	 January	28,	2018

Basri	Sila,	M.D.	 	 June	2,	2018

Stanley	N.	Yaffe,	M.D.	 	 June	6,	2018

Pedro	S.	de	Borja,	M.D.	 June	7,	2018

J.	Alex	Haller,	M.D.	 	 June	13,	2018

Nijole	B.	Carozza,	M.D.		 August	15,	2013
   	 (notified	June	2018)

2018-2019 NECROLOGY

Neil	Novin,	M.D.	 	 September	16,	2018

Joseph	M.	Sanchez,	M.D.	 October	26,	2018

Mary	S.	Roberts,	M.D.	 	 November	19,	2018

Morton	D.	Kramer,	M.D.	 December	11,	2018

G.	Lee	Russo,	M.D.	 	 January	12,	2019

Lex	B.	Smith,	M.D.	 	 February	12,	2019

G.	Edward	Reahl,	M.D.		 March	30,	2019

Rolando	V.	Goco,	M.D.		 April	28,	2019


