
THE DESEGREGATION
OF HOSPITALS IN

BALTIMORE

“This is a historical study of hospital
desegregation in Baltimore,
Maryland, in the 1940s through
1960s. My research objective was to
account for the voluntary
desegregation of hospitals in
Baltimore prior to the passage of
the Civil Rights Act and the Social
Security Amendments of 1965,
which legally and financially
compelled hospitals to desegregate.
Historians have claimed that
voluntary desegregation, where it
happened, proceeded “quietly
behind the scenes” and was driven
by institutional imperatives
(Barton Smith, 2005). This aligns
with internal histories of multiple
Baltimore-area hospitals. 
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Guest Speaker:

Alicia
Puglionesi, Ph.D.

Alicia Puglionesi is a lecturer in the
Medicine, Science, and the
Humanities program at Johns
Hopkins University. She holds a PhD
in the History of Science,
Technology, and Medicine. She
teaches on health politics and social
movements, the political economy of
health, and medicine and science in
popular literary genres.
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